[TNFalpha inhibitors in the treatment of uveitis].
Tumor necrosis factor alpha (TNFalpha) is a pleiotropic cytokine that plays a pivotal role in chronic inflammatory diseases. Data from animal experiments indicate that TNFalpha is an important part of the pro-inflammatory processes in non-infectious uveitis. Neutralization of TNFalpha with TNF receptor fusion proteins or monoclonal antibodies, therefore, represents a promising strategy for the treatment of uveitis. In addition, the currently available TNFalpha inhibitors demonstrate a favourable profile of side effects compared to conventional immunosuppressive agents. Previous studies showed the immunological efficacy of TNFalpha inhibitors in the treatment of posterior uveitis. However, the available data on anterior uveitis are inconclusive with respect to the clinical efficacy of these agents.